01/18/2008 10:37 FAX 650 330 0831 



Edward S Wright 



© 002/009 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1. (Currently Amended) hr a ppa r a t us Apparatus for making a packing material 
having in the form of a string of air-filled chambers packing cushions with rows of 
perforations extending across the material between adjac e nt o nes of the c h a mb ers the 
cushions, comprising: means for feeding superposed layers of film material having 
longitudin ally spaced, transversely extending rows of perforations along a path, means 
forjnjecting air between the two layers of film material, means for sealing the layers of 
film material together to form air-filled cushions between the rows of perforations, and 
means engagable with an e dg e portion of the ma teri al fo r fec d ing - thc - mat e r ra H^fi 
pred e te rmined sp ee d, and a t e ar r olle r havin g a surface t ha t rot at e s f as t e r than th e 
pr ede t e rmi n ed sp e e d a n d is i nterm i tt e nt l y e ngagable with th e e d g e port i o n for e x erti ng 
an abru p t p eri od ic pull on th e mat e r i a l wh i ch produc e s a part i a l t eari n g the string of air- 
filLed cushions for partially tearing the material along the rows of perforations to facilitate 
tearing a desired number of the air-filled cushions from the string . 

2. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of Claim 1 wherein the means for partially 
tearing the material comprises a surfac e o f t he tear roller has having an arcuate section 
which periodically engages the an edge portion of the material and a section adjacent 
to the arcuate section which remains out of driving engagement the material. 

3. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of Claim [[1]] 2 wherein the means for 
partially tearing the material also includes means for feed ing t h e materia l at a 
pr e d eterm i n e d spe e d comprises a feed roller with a surface in continuous driving 
engagement with the material for feeding the material at a predetermined speed . 

4. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 3 wherein the tear roller is larger in diameter 
than the feed roller. 

5. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 3 wherein the tear roller rotates faster than 
the feed roller. 

6. (Currently Amended) [[In a]] A method of making a packing material having 
in the form of a string of air-filled cha m b er s packing cushions with rows of perforations 
extending across the material between a d jacent one s o f t he c h amb e rs the cushions . 
comprising the steps of: feeding the m aterial at a predet erm i n ed sp ee d two superposed 
layers of film mat erial having longitudinally spaced, transversely extending rows of 
perforations along a path, injecting air between the two layers of film material, sealing 
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the laye rs of film material together to form air-filled cushions between the rows of 
perforations , and p e r i odically e x e rt i ng an abrupt pull en the mat e ria l as it is b e in g fed 
at the prc d eter m ined -s p e ed t o p r oduce a part i a l t e a r ing o f partially tearing the material 
along the rows of perforations to facilitate tearing a desired number of the air-filled 
cushions from the string . 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 6 wherein the material is torn fed 
at t h e pre d ete rmined spe e d by continuously engaging an edge portion of the material 
with a feed roller after the air-filled cushions are formed to feed the string of cushions 
at a predetermined speed and periodically exerting a abrupt pull on the material by 
engaging an edge portion of the material with a tear roller havino an interrupted surface 
with a n arcuate section which engages the material to exert the pull ontv during a portion 
of a rotation of the roller . 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim [[6]] 7 wherein the a br upt p u ll i s 
exert e d o n t he mat e ria l by e nga ging an edge, port i on of th e mat er ial w i th a r ol l er hav ing 
a n interrupte d su r fac e with an arcuate section travels fasterthan the predetermined speed 
wh i ch e nga ge s th e m a teria l to ex e rt th e pul l o nly d u ring a port i on of a rotation of the roller. 

9. (Currently Amended) Apparatus for making a string of air-filled packingmateftel 
cushions from an elongated strip of preconfigured film having a plurality of uninflated 
chambers formed between two layers of the film with rows of perforations extending 
across the film between successive ones of the chambers, comprising: means for 
injecting air between the layers to inflate the chambers, means for sealing the chambers 
to retain the air in them, means engagable with an edge portion of the film for feeding 
the material film with the air-filled chambers along a path at a predetermined speed, and 
a tear roller having a surface that rotates faster than the predetermined speed and is 
intermittently engagable with the edge portion for exerting an abrupt periodic pull on the 
material the edge which produces a partial tearing along the rows of perforations between 
the inflated chambers. 

1 0. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of Claim [[21]] 9 wherein the surface 
of the tear roller has an arcuate section which periodically engages the edge portion of 
the material and a section adjacent to the arcuate section which remains out of driving 
engagement the material. 



-3- 



PAGE 3/9 * RC VD AT 1/18/20G6 1:37:19 PM [Eastern Standard Time} * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-«28 1 DM8:2738300 9 C8D>:650 330 0831 * DURATION (nun-ss):0240 



01/18/2006 10:38 FAX 650 330 0831 Edward S Wright ©004/003 



1 1 . (Currently Amended) The apparatus of Claim [[21]] 9 wherein the means 
for feeding the materia* film with the air-filled chambers at a predetermined speed 
comprises a feed rollerwith a surface in continuous driving engagement with the material. 

12. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 11 wherein the tear roller is larger in 
diameter than the feed roller. 

13. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 11 wherein the tear roller rotates faster 
than the feed roller. 

14. (Currently Amended) Amethod of making a string of air-filled packing material 
cushions from an elongated strip of preconfigured film having a plurality of uninflated 
chambers formed between two layers of the film with rows of perforations extending 
across the film between successive ones of the chambers, comprising the steps of: 
injecting air between the layers to inflate the chambers to form the cushions , sealing the 
chambers to retain the air in the[[m]] cushions , feeding the material along a path at a 
predetermined speed, and intermittently engaging an edge portion of the material with 
a tear roller having a surface that states travels faster than the predetermined speed 
forexerting an abrupt periodic pull on the material which produces a partial tearing along 
the rows of perforations between the inflated chambers. 

15. (Currently Amended) Apparatus for pre-tea ring a film ma t erial string of air-filled 
packing cushions having a plurality of longitudinally spaced s e c t ions air-filled chambers 
with rows of perforations extending across the material between successive ones of the 
se c ti ons chambers , comprising: means engagable with an edge portion of the material 
for feeding the m at e ria l string of cushions at a predetermined speed, and a continuously 
rotating tear roller having a surface that rotates faster than the predetermined speed and 
tsH ntcrm i tt e ntfy enga g a b le with periodically encages the edge portion for exertin g and 
exerts an abrupt peri od ic pull on the material which produces a partial tearing along the 
rows of perforations between the cushions . 

16. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 1 5 wherein the surface of the tear roller 
has an arcuate section which periodically engages the edge portion of the material and 
a section adjacent to the arcuate section which remains out of driving engagement the 
material. 

17. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 15 wherein the means for feeding the 
material at a predetermined speed comprises a feed rollerwith a surface in continuous 
driving engagement with the material. 
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18. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 17 wherein the tear roller is larger in 
diameter than the feed roller 

19. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 17 wherein the tear roller rotates faster 
than the feed roller. 

20. (Currently Amended) A method of pre-tearing a fi l m m at erial string of air-filled 
packing cushions having a plurality of longitudinally spaced sections air-filled chambers 
with rows of perforations extending across the material between successive ones of the 
sections chambers, comprising the steps of: engaging an edge portion of the material 
with a feed roller to feed the mat e rial string of cushions at a predetermined speed in a 
direction generally perpendicular to the rows of perforations, and intermittently engaging 
the edge portion of the material with a continuously rotating tear roller having a surface 
that fotatee travels faster than the predetermined speed and periodically engages the 
material to exert[[s]] an abrupt pertoche pull on the material to produce a partial tearing 
along the rows of perforations between the cushions . 

21 - 23. Cancelled. 
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